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‘If you are thirsty, come to me and drink! … and you will have life-giving water flowing from deep inside you.”

Jesus—Gospel of John 7:37-38 (CEV)

THREE COMMUNITIES RECEIVE CLEAN WATER
Seventy families in San Isidro de Chipo finished the final aspects
of their water system. The San Isidro spring water source posed
significant technical challenges due to the elevation being just
a few meters above the highest homes and difficult to protect.
The LGWI team conquered these challenges so that clean spring
water now flows to each home free of coliform bacteria. This is a
huge improvement over the filthy irrigation ditch water which the
people had used previously.
The communities of Tambillo and Milacruz in the Province of
Cañar, desperately needed water and asked for help last year.
The Milacruz water system had failed and Tambillo never had
a water system. Eighty families in the two communities worked
together to build their water system. After months of arduous
labor, each home now has a metered spigot to receive clean
water 24/7 from the spring, 14 kilometers (8.6 miles) away.
We pray that these communities become a light to neighboring
communities as they also experience the transformational
change of God’s Holy Spirit, the life-giving water.

(above) Each home in San Isidro de Chipo, Tambillo, and Milacruz
has a spigot receiving clean spring water. A water meter on the
concrete pedestal enables the communities to manage water use.
(left) Water quality
testing by Calvin
student teams
provided data to
help the LGWI team
adequately protect the
San Isidro spring.
(right) Community
members in TambilloMilacruz industriously
prepare reinforcing
steel for the concrete
base of one of the
round reservoirs.

CALVIN UNIVERSITY STUDENT TEAM VISIT
A team of fourteen Calvin University engineering students
and a Calvin professor came to Ecuador for a week in
February. In San Isidro de Chipo they continued analysis of
the spring water and led a VBS event with the children during
Carnaval holidays.
A number of Calvin engineering students on the team are
doing a water supply study for the CENTA mission facilities
in Shell Ecuador where CENTA hosts Waorani people and
ministry teams.
The Calvin team focused on using their engineering skills in
an international ministry setting. The LGWI team in Ecuador,
along with Chet & Katie Williams from CENTA, led Bible
studies and discussions on community development. Our
prayer is that each of the students catch the vision of serving
the Kingdom of God wherever they go.

The community worked for months to build the water system.
The Calvin engineering students worked one day in San Isidro
to help the community fill a section of pipe trench.

The students enjoyed
connecting with children
in San Isidro and playing
games for the Vacation
Bible School event. The
children thrived on the
special attention and we
hope, will long remember
the Bible lessons.

ONGOING PROJECTS AND MINISTRY
● Mark DeHaan, a civil engineer from Michigan, began a
two-year volunteer term with the Ecuador LGWI team
in February. Details can be found at https://cten.org/
missionary/markdehaan/ We are grateful for his addition to
the team.
● A study of LGWI’s recruitment strategy was done by a
team of five business students at Calvin University. The
recommendations will be helpful in obtaining staff for
international growth.
● In April, four Azama communities began building their water
system to serve 300 homes. The LGWI team completed the
design and spring protection work last year.
● Work begins on the Santiago de Quito pumped water
distribution system for 250 homes this summer.
● Three engineering interns plan to serve with LGWI this
summer and receive training in Christ centered community
development. An Ecuadorian civil engineering student
currently interns with the LGWI team for April and May.

OPPORTUNITIES TO
PARTICIPATE
• Engineer volunteers needed to design
community water systems and manage projects.
• Communications Director needed for written
and visual media communications.

For further information: www.lgwi.org
or write to mail@lifegivingwaterinternational.org

• $400 per home needed for the Santiago de
Quito community water system to serve 250
families.
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